
Unzipping the tent the fr esh cool  autum n 
breeze that greets m y face is welcom e. As I  
look  upwards through the canopy of the 
coni fer  tr ees in to the n ight sky I  can see the 
low hanging harvest m oon large and glazing 
in  the star  l i t  sky. The m oon is providing 
enough i l lum inat ion to see about 70 m eters 
on the forest f loor. The tem perature is about 
3 degrees and there is a sl ight south wester ly 
breeze. This hunt would take us in to the dark  
m yster ious forest where the wi ld swift  ones 
l ive Sika deer. Andrew has al r eady awoken 
and is warm ing h im sel f at the cam p fi r e, as 
the sm el l  off str ong coffee f i l ls the air.

As we leave cam p the fog has enveloped th is 
m ature coni fer  forest m ak ing visibi l i ty in  the 
twi l ight through the dark  brown bark  of the 
spruce tr ees to a distance of around 50 
m eters. M oving at a slow str ide through the 
white sheets of fog we are stalk ing th is forest 
at a pace to m atch the cur rent atm ospher ic 
condit ions. About an hour  in to th is hunt the 
tem peratures star ts to r ise on th is October  
m orn ing, the wind picks up and is blowing 
the fog giving for  br ief in ter vals of clar i ty to 
about 100 m eters. The wind can be heard at 
distance com ing down the m ountain  ar r iving 
to where we are, the sound of the wind 
blowing the h igh tops the coni fer  tr ess is 
ghost ly.

I t  is unm istakeable the sound of the sika 
stags whist le. The volum e of the cal l  echoing 
through the forest is pr im eval . Sika Stags give 
a h igh pi tched whist le dur ing the rut, use of 
th is ?whist le? m ay be used to attr act h inds, 
m ark  out ter r i tor ies and warn off potent ial  
r ivals. The ?Rut? is a word used to descr ibe 
the breeding season for  deer  not just i ts peak , 
i t  r efer s to al l  behaviours and act ivi t ies 
associated with the m ating season.

October  is the t im e of year  for  som e is what 
copulates hunting. Cr isp days hunting the 
m ale of the species, wi th m em or ies of stags ? 
bucks defending their  hard earned hinds ? 
Doe?s. Stags have by now entered the arena, 
r ounded up the fem ales and defend their  
ter r i tor ies - r utt ing stands ruth lessly.

The sika stags whist les cam e fr om  only a few 
hundred m eters away. Check ing the 
dir ect ion of the wind the white powder  of the 
windicator  which is alm ost invisible on th is 
foggy m orn ing. W e decide on a route to take 
through the forest to get in to a distance 
where I  can get a clear  look  at th is r utt ing 
stag. The stag that cam e in to view 150 m eters 
on the clear  fel l  was a young 3 -4 year  old stag 
that has potent ial  to be a real ly good stag in  a 
few years so obviously was left  to get on with 
wreck ing the heather  he had a quar rel  wi th.

So how did we get here? W el l  i t  star ted last 
Apr i l , in  the ear ly spr ing with the cold dam p 
m orn ings in  the lush green agr icul ture f ields 

adjacent to the forest m aintain ing a distance fr om  the h inds 
observing al l  areas of ground they h inds are hefted too. The stags 
? bucks com e to the h inds - does so i f  you m anage the h inds and 
spend t im e gett ing to know their  r outes, including feeding and 
bedding areas you wi l l  have a better  grasp on what to expect 
when the deer  r ut in  late Septem ber  ? ear ly October.

SCOUTI N G FOR DEER I N  TH E OFF SEASON .

In  I r eland the deer  hunt ing season is six m onths long. The 
hunting season star ts on 1st Septem ber  un i t  the 28th of February 
with m ale deer  in  season fr om  1st of Septem ber  unt i l  Decem ber  
31st fem ale and ant ler less deer  can be hunted fr om  Novem ber  1st 
unt i l  28th of February.

This m eans we have six m onth of the year  to hunt deer  and the 
rem ain ing six m onths which can be coupled with other  form s of 
shooting, upsk i l l ing and m aintenance to your  ground along with 
predator  control  of foxes so m y scouting tr ips are usual ly coupled 
with verm in control  as Foxes take fawns/ calves. So with the 
hunting season ending on the 28th of February, there is am ple 
oppor tun i ty to control  foxes before the fawns are born in  ear ly 
sum m er.

I  believe every deer  hunter  should be involved in predator  
control, not just to reap the rewards of venison, but we need to 
assist deer  herds all year  long.

HUNT LIKE A WARRIOR



EQUI PM EN T FOR SCOUTI N G.

W hen scouting for  deer  you apply the sam e m ethods 
for  actual  hunt ing of deer , the sam e pr incipals apply. I  
have m odif ied m y exist ing hunting equipm ent to act as 
scouting equipm ent. This saves in  the weight 
depar tm ent in  what you need to car r y. M y Swarovsk i  el  
binocular s attached to a clever ly designed Kestrel  
glassing system  m onopod with a phone skope that 
holds m y phone and is then attached to m y binocular s 
al lows m e to photograph and video deer. This scouting 
equipm ent is super  l ightweight, pract ical  and 
affordable. Using th is equipm ent gives m e the abi l i ty to 
observe deer  at a distance and to not needlessly disturb 
them . By studying deer  throughout the year  you wi l l  
fam i l iar ize yoursel f wi th herd num bers, str ucture and 
m ovem ent throughout your  hunt ing ground. You wi l l  
know where does/h inds go to give bir th and where your  
stags/  bucks spend their  sum m ers. As both sexes on ly 
r eal ly are seen in  large num bers together  dur ing the 
rutt ing per iod. By tr aversing and studying your  ground 
you wi l l  be in  a better  posi t ion when the hunting season 
opens to select ively m anage deer  in  an eth ical  
professional  m anner.

EQUI PM EN T FOR H UN TI N G DURI N G TH E SI KA 
RUT

H unting in October  the weather  can be more 
predictable it?s usually stable but it is I reland so my 
equipment list for  such hunts is as follows

- A first AI D kit ? is always with me either  in my 
waist bag or  backpack.

- Glass: Swarovski EL range 10x42 binoculars, 
in a marsupial binocular  harness.

- Rifle: Blaser  R8 held in an Akila chassis. 
Calibre 6.5x55mm fed on a diet of N orma 
120grain.

- Ballistics tips.
- Scope Zeiss V8 2.8-20x56 ? with custom 

ballistic tur ret.
- M oderator  - Fryer  and Devik 196 moderator  - 

FH F moderator  cover .
- Spar tan precision javelin bipod & Spar tan 

precision quad sticks.
- Knife: A Tyto replaceable blade knife ? and 

Argali Knife.
- Excluding the 5 rounds in the r ifle I  also 

always carry 10  rounds of ammunition in a 
bullet pouch tethered to my binocular  
harness.

- Other  accruements: disposable gloves, saw, 
drag rope A Petzl N ao plus head torch that are 
held in waist bag,?N algene bottle 1 litre water  
bottle.

- W ind indicator  ?
- Kestrel glassing system.
- Phoneskope.
- I nsect repellent ? for  tick prevention.

CLOTH ING

W hen deerstalk ing in  m id-October  I  found a layer ing 
system  to be the m ost effect ive. W ith elevat ions gains 
on a hunt nor th of 400 m eters the assent can be hard 
and with the decent being som e hours later  wi th var ied 
changes in  tem peratures, I t?s wor th invest ing in  r el iable 
cloth ing that?s keeps one warm , dr y and is designed 
with funct ional lyfor  m ountain  hunting. I  use The Stone 
glacier  de H avi l land pants with i ts opt ion to instal l  of 
knee pads which are per fect for  a m ountain  hunters 
when closing the distance on an im als when crawl ing in  

m ountainous ter rain , the knee pads also give com for t 
when f ield dressing an im als and the side zips al low for  
vent i lat ion on a pack  out. Another  piece of cloth ing I  
wouldn?t go on the h i l l  wi thout is they SGthe H el io 
hoodie, using the hood in  the ear ly season for  
protect ion against the sun and as par t of a layer ing 
system  in  winter  i t  gives protect ion fr om  the bi t ing 
winds along with concealm ent.The Stone Glacier  sol id 
colour  system  is prefect for  m ountain  hunters who 
stalk  in  areas of h igh am enity.

For  the wet days I  use a Swazi Tahr  jacket when i t?s not 
r ain ing a Fleece, jacket wi th synthet ic base layers. 
KUIU gloves, gai ter s, bel t , and Scarpa boots

H ark i la m i l i tar y cap with bream  for  when the sun is 
shin ing and f i r st  l i te beanie in  the m orn ing and 
evening when i t?s cooler.

RIFLE

W eight or  lack  of i t , is the order  of the day when deer  
stalk ing as every gram  counts, a shor t accurate 
packable r i f le wi th bipods is r equired. The 
uncom pl icated Ak i la chassis system  perm its one to 
instal l  there exist ing blaser  bar rel , bol t  and tr igger  
system  to have a fu l ly funct ion ing gun. I t 's adjustable 
stock  gives for  a com pact r ig when pack ing an im als out 



al lowing one to safely stow an unloaded gun in  a 
backpack  and to concentrate on navigat ing down the 
m ountain  without having to wor r y about m y r i f le.

A bipod is very advantages when deer  stalk ing for  a 
num ber  of r easons, when one is h i l l  stalk ing often a 
low crawl r equires to get in to shooting posi ton, i t  can 
also be a wait ing gam e and one benefi ts fr om  having 
your  r i f le r ested on a bipod in  a near  r eady shooting 
posi t ion. I  have found shooting off Spar tan precision 
bipods the clear  advantages of carbon are: weight, 
str ength and recoi l  m anagem ent. Also carbon does not 
break  down, cor rode or  need m aintenance l ike m any 
other  m ater ials.

TH E H UN T

At th is poin t I?m  three days in to th is hunt andhaving 
shot cul l  stags on the previous I  was now determ ined 
to m ake the m ost of the oppor tun i t ies and tr y and take 
an old m ature stag. I f  th is works out great i f  not wel l  
I?m  out in  the forest en joying nature at an incredible 
t im e of year. I  had decided I  was going to hunt al l  day 
fr om  dawn to dust to tr y and m ake the m ost of th is 
good weather  as i t  could not be m ore per fect on th is 
ear ly October  m orn ing, there are relat ively clear  blue 
sky and a sl ight south west breeze just enough to 
cam ouflage any unwanted sounds.

In  the fain t predawn l ight I  can m ake out the 
si lhouette of a h ind, cal f and fol lower  two hundred 
m eters grazing on a forest r ide as I?m  Loading bul lets 
in to m y m agazine whi le I  hear  the fain t whist le /  r oar  
fr om  about 1 k i lom etre away.

The hunting condit ions th is m orn ing were the best 
they have been being for  the last 3 days. The previous 
days the weather  condit ions we exper ienced tor rent ial  
r ain , str ong winds and high tem peratures the exact 
opposi te to what you want in  the October  when the rut 
is underway. The rain  i tsel f is not a problem  but wi th 
the h igh winds you cannot hear  the locat ion of the 
m ale deer  cal l ing so you rely on your  exper ience fr om  
your  scouting tr ips.

Standing on the base of a sodden drainage bank  
m eters away fr om  relat ively new clear  fel led ground 
I?m  waist h igh in  r ushes and with the h igh 
em bankm ent behind m e I  am  wel l  cam ouflaged with 

m y out l ine 
broken up by 
the standing 
natural  
features. I t  
was the 
sudden 
m ovem ent of 
a set of ears 
perched on 
the head of a 
deer  that lead 
m e to glass to 
m y r ight at 
150 distance 
m eters away I  
can see a 
h ind and cal f 
grazing 
am ongst the 
tr ee stum ps 
both an im als 
are 
com pletely 
unware of m y 

presence. At th is poin t I  being stalk ing al l  day I  star ted 
stalk ing at a hal f hour  before f i r st  l ight at th is poin t i t  is 
now down to the last hour  of day l ight. I  have purposely 
posi t ioned m ysel f in  the key observat ion posi ton for  the 
rem inder  ofthe day?s hunt, wi th the wind in  m y face and 
the sett ing sun behind m e l ight ing up the t im ber  spoi l  
heaps on the clear  fel l  wi th a golden hue.

W ith approx. one hour  of dayl ight left  fr om  th is posi t ion 
I  can see the forest in  the fore -ground there is open 
sect ion of clear  fel l  which is about 450 m eters long by 
700 m eters wide. Using the gr id m ethod I  star t  to 
r econnoitr e the clear -fel l . W hen glassing break  your  
chosen view in to sect ions, fore, m iddle and background 
then gr id to left  m iddle and r ight sect ions. Using th is 
three gr id m ethod al lows you to concentrate on one 
sect ion, when one area is com pletely r econnoitr ed you 
can m ove onto the next sect ion of ground. I t?s also a 
m ethod that can be used when stalk ing with som eone as 
you can give a clear  indicat ion of where the deer  are 
precisely located. Bear  in  m ind a clear  fel lm ay at f i r st  
glance be appear  void of deer  i t  takes t im e to spot the 
natural ly concealed deer.

Keeping the h ind and cal f in  eyeshot, i t?s always n ice to 
see anim als grazing at 
last l ight but I?m  
concerned there is no 
stag with them  as th is is 
the peak  of the rut, 
there should be a stag 
with in  proxim ity to the 
h inds. M aybe the h inds 
are al r eady covered and 
the last three days of 
inclem ent weather  was 
the peak  of the rut.

Shrugging off any 
doubts fr om  m y 
elevated posi t ion whi le 
again check ing the 
wind dir ect ionI look  left  
and at a distance of 
approx. 350 m eters in  a 
sm al l  hol low in  the 
clear -fel l  I  then pick  out 
one, two and then 4 
h ind?s along with four  
calves and two spikers, 



about ten m inutes later  as the last warm ing rays of the 
evening sunl ight h i t  the clear  fel l . I  see the stag standing at 
the edge of the forest wi th h is head held h ighsm el l ing the 
breeze as he slowly walks out of the forest and when 50 
m eters or  so onto the stage he star ts to canter  ci r cl ing the 
h inds and charging at one of the spikers? .al l  I  can th ink  to 
m ysel f is what an entrance!. W ith h is head held h igh I  am  
look ing at the stag through the binocular s H e?s roar ing but 
I  cannot hear  h im  even though his on ly 350m eters away 
he?s ei ther  r un out of gone hoarse. H e?s a beauti fu l  m ature 
stag alm ost ent i r ely black  coated with the t ips of the m ane 
si lver , he?s m assive body dwar fs the h inds he?s peat stained 
ant ler s are long th ick  and have m oss hanging off one side 
of h is brow t ines. I  watch th is stag for  alm ost 15 m inutes to 
gauge whether  h is old enough to take he?s alm ost 
constant ly m oving so th is is qui te di ff icul t , he sloped 
pedicles and the m ajor i ty of the weight of the stag was to 
the fr ont quar ter  of the body tel ls h im  he?s an old stag. I  
r ange the h inds as they are m oving in  m y dir ect ion and 
know the stag wi l l  fol low. Careful ly I  take the r i f le of m y 
shoulder  and cham ber  a round and placing the r i f le on the 
quadst icks I  m ove them  in  to a posi t ion that gives 
m axim um  stabi l i ty, I  have the quadst icks set to the widest 
possible forward angle with the fore end of the r i f le on the 
fr ont cradle the and the back  cradle near  the end of the 
r i f les recoi l  pad, th is m axim um  span gives for  the steadiest 
shooting posi t ion.

Ranging the deer  herd again I  set the ASV on m y Zeiss V8 
scope and then set the paral lax unt i l  I  have a cr ystal  clear  
view. I  then wait  for  the stag who is st i l l  ci r cl ing the h inds 
and when he?s in  between two of the h inds theI l lum ined 
dot is on in  the scope, I  disengage the safety on m y blaser  
r i f le, The stag is standing broadside and per fect ly square, a 
spiker  then walks in  fr ont ofh im  and ru ins m y oppor tun i ty.

Keeping m y f inger  off the tr igger  I  see a h ind then leads 
the herd to the r ight and the stag put h is head down and 
walks after  the h ind and the cir cles back  up the h i l l  and in  
doing so again unfolds m y oppor tun i ty. W ait ing and 
wait ing eventual ly the stag fu l l  of energy has two hinds 
ei ther  side of h im , the stag stands in  a sm al l  m oss covered 
area of the clear  fel l  l i f ts h is head up and star ts to whist le.

H e lets out one whist le and I  know being a sika there 
should be two m ore to fol low th is give m e the oppor tun i ty 
to engage m y bul let pre-f l ight check , the stag is r e - r anged, 
m y crosshair s are level , inhal ing I  hold m y posi t ion and 
whi le exhal ing the crosshair s are m oving with the ebb and 
f low of m y breath ing cycle up and down, This sl ight 
r ock ing m otion is now held f i rm  with the red dot of the 
r i f le scope hal f way up the body of the stag and the 
crosshair  just behind the fr ont shoulder.

Placing the rem ain ing am ount of pressure on the tr igger  
the shot is f i r ed, whi le m aintain ing sight picture the bul let 
has h i t  the stag h igh on the shoulder  before the recoi l  
takes over  I  see the stags legs col lapsed as he drops to the 
shot whi le the echo of the 6.5x55m m  bul let im pacts, the 
m uffled repor t star t les the rem ain ing deer , who now 
gather  there thoughts and m ove back  in to the forest.

I  m ake a m ental  note of a lone bir ch tr ee 15 m eters or  so 
away fr om  where the stag lays - when you m ove fr om  your  
posi t ion onto the clear  fel l  i t  is easy to loose exact locat ion 
of a shot an im al . Leaving an orange disposable glove at a 
height on the branch of the tr ee beside m y shooting 
posi t ion I  can use th is easi ly dist inguished feature to r ange 
back  to where I  stood when the shot was taken and using 
th is m ethod I  should be in  close proxim ity of the stag.

I t  takes t im e to tr averse the clear  fel l  and i t?s now near  
dark  by the t im e I  get to where the stag is. Fir st  I  see the 
left  side of the ant ler  st ick ing up with the stags head lying 
f lat  on the m oss covered ground, As I  get closer  I  am  taken 
back  by the sheer  size of the stags body.I ts beauti fu l  
m ature stag with a long, bulky body a beauti fu l  m ane with 
dark  but worn t ipped heavy ant ler s. Touching the eye bal l  
of the stag with m y quadst icks I  do th is for  safety r eason 
and with no react ion fr om  the eye I  can confi rm  the stag is 
expired. Batt l ing the fading l ight th is stag now becom es a 
food product I  give t im e and care to gral loch the an im als as 
I  look  to the sky in  the twi l ight m y thoughts turn to 
extract ing the stag of th is tr icky to navigate clear  fel l .

Dragging the stag off the clear  fel l  takes considerable t im e, 
I  am  very gratefu l  for  the oppor tun i ty to be able to hunt 
these beauti fu l  an im als who bear  i t  out in  th is r elent less 
environm ent al l  year  long under  sun and m oon, I  hunt 
these anim als with the in tent ion of im proving the herd. 
This stag was m ature and judging by the wear  on h is teeth 
i f  we do encounter  a hard winter  in  the com ing m onths 
th is stag would have not weathered to wel l . Rewi lding is 
the cur rent buzz word with the i l l -in form ed who want to 
r em ove recreat ional  hunters who are responsible for  the 
vast m ajor i ty of deer  m anaged in  th is countr y and be 
replaced in  areas by wolves. H unting in  I r eland is a 
tr adi t ional  than now can be now tr aced back  th ir ty three 
thousand years. Back  then i t  was a m atter  of l i fe and death 
now i t  a way m ore im por tant, m y advice is for  these 
anim ated people to head off the beaten tr ack  as there are 
plenty of wi ld places to be explored i t?s the hum an who 
needs to r e-wi ld them selves not the m ountains or  forest. 
People should choose to be a par t icipant in  nature rather  
than a spectator.

Special  thanks to Alex Chik in , David Nol t , Andrew, Gary 
H ickey, and Tom  M ur ray in  the m ak ing of th is ar t icle. Tom  
M ur ray runs a local  gun shop in  Kel ls Co M eath and was 
extrem ely helpfu l  wi th the im por tat ion of the Ak i la 
chassis, he is an exper t in  f i r earm s law and great another  
r eason why i t  is so im por tant to suppor t a r ural  gun shop 
JT.




